FAC 101. History and
Background

Chartered in 1887 by leaders of the Church of the Brethren,
McPherson College has a 1l6-year history of providing
excellent liberal arts and career-oriented education shaped by
the essential values of its founding denomination. The Church
of the Brethren is a Christian denomination founded in Germany
in 1708. It accepts the New Testament as the rule of faith and
emphasizes the inherent value of all persons, the communal
discernment of truth, the necessity of putting faith into
action, and the biblical calls to simplicity, nonviolence,
nonconformity and transformation through education. Brethren
strive to “continue the work of Jesus — peacefully, simply,
together.”

McPherson College’s programs integrate career guidance and
practical experiences 1into a traditional 1liberal arts
curriculum that upholds the highest standards of academic
excellence. Qur goal is to help students discern a vocational
call consistent with their gifts and interests and to prepare
them for a life of meaningful work.

Community is central to McPherson College. We affirm diversity
within the community, emphasizing unity and acceptance rather
than judgment and rejection. Because we believe that the
pursuit of truth is a collective endeavor, and that the point
of scholarly learning is to advance the common good, McPherson
College aspires to be a healthy community of learning where
whole persons nurture and balance their physical,
intellectual, and spiritual components; develop and live in
respectful, reciprocal relationships with others; and are
committed to responsible service to the world.
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